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My Lords and Gentlemen, 
Told you laſt Meeting, that 
for Conſultation; and truly I 


K ſo, till my Lord Trea- 
ſurer aſſured me that the Spring 


18 Xi beſt Seaſon for Sallads and Subſidies. 


T hope therefore that April will not prove 
ſuch an unnatural Month, as not to af- 
ford me ſome kind Showers to refreſh my 

A parch d 


Winter was the fitteſt Time 


{ 
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parched Exchequer, that gapes for want 
of them. But ſome of you may think 
it's dangerous to make me rich; pray 
fear it not, for I promiſe you faithfully, 
whatever you give me, I will always want; 
and altho' in other things my Word may 
be thought but ſlender Security, vet in this 
you may rely upon me, I ſhall not 
break it. | 5 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


I can bear my own Streights with Pa- 
tience : But my Lord Treaſurer does pro- 
teſt ro me, that the Revenue, as it ſtands, 
will not ſerve him and me roo: One 
of us muſt pinch for it, if you do not 
help - us. „„ 

1 muſt ſpeak freely to yon, I am in- 
cumbered ; for beſides my Miſtreſſes in 
Service, my Reformado Miſtreſſes lie hard 
upon me. I have a pretty good Eſtate, 


I confeſs; bur (God's Fiſh!) I have a great 


Charge upon it. Here is my Lord Trea- 
ſurer can tell you, that all the Money 
defigned for the Summer's Guard, mult be 
applied to Cradles and ſwaddiing Clouts: 


| What ſhall we do for Ships then? I only 
hint it to you, for that's not my Buſineſs; 


ithout 
them. 


7 


them. I lived ten Vears abroad without 


one Ship, and I gever had better Health 


in my Life. But how will you do with- 
out them? I leave to yourſelves to judge; 
and therefore mention that only Nine bye; ; 
I do not inſiſt upon it. 


There is another thing I muſt preſs 


more earneſtly, which is, that a good Part 


of my Revenue will fail in two or three 
Years, except you will be pleaſed to con- 
tinue it: And I have this to ſay for it, 
Pray why did you give me ſo much as 
you have done, except you reſolved to give 
on as faſt as I ſhould aſk you ? 

The Nation hates you 7 for hav- 
ing given ſo much, and I will hate you 
now if you do not give me more; ſo 


if you do not ſtick to me, you will not 


have a Friend left in 8 

On che other fide, if you will ſettle me 
4 Revenue as I deſire, I ſhall be enabled 
to do thoſe things for your Religion and 
Property which I have had long in my 


Thoughts, but cannot effect without a. 
little Money to carry me through it: 
Therefore look to it, and take notice, that 
if you do not make me rich enough 


to undo you, it ſhall lie at your Doors: 


1 waſh my Hands of it. My royal Care 


_ of your Religion and Property does ap- 
5 | ' Ee Pear 


(6) 

r in two conſiderable Inſtances. And 
firſt for your Religion; of that my late 
Declaration is a true Pictore of my Mind: 
he that cannot in thar, as in a Glaſs, 


ſee my Zeal for the Church of E 
does nor deſerve any farther Satisfaction; 


for I declare him willful, and not good- 
natured. But to convince Men farther, 


that I mean as I ſay, there are theſe Ar- 
guments. 

I tell you fo, and you know I never 
broke my Word. My Lord Treaſurer ſays 


ſo, and he never told a Lie. My Lord 
"> — — will undertake for me; and 


I ſhould be loath, by any Act of mine, to 


forfeit the Credit he has with you. If 


you defire more Inſtances of my Zeal, 
I have them for you. 

For Example, I have converted all my 
natural Sons from Popery, and 1 way 


ſay without Vanity it was my own Work, 
and much more peculiar to me than the 


Getting of them. 
Ic would do your Heart good, to hear 


how pretiily little Gearge can read alread 


the Pſalter. They are fine Children, God 
bleſs them, and, as they ſay, like me in their 


| Underſiand; ng. 


have given a Penſion to your Favourite 
my Lord L——— not 10 much chat 
I 


(3) 


1 thought he wanted it, as that I knew 
you would take it kindly. I have made 
C— a Ducheſs ; and married her Siſ- 
ter to my Lord 3 J have at 
my Brother's Requeſt ſent my Lord — 
n to ſettle the Protaiine Religion at 
Tangier. I have made C- Biſhop of 
-; and at the firſt Word of my Du- 
cheſs of P— _ prefer'd Br------- to 
be Biſhop of C I do not know 
for my Part what factious Men would 
have: Sure I am, that none of my Pre- 
deceſſors ever did any thing like this, to 
gain the good Will of their Subjects. 

So much for Religion, As for your 
Property, my Behaviour to the Bankers 
for a Publick Inſtance ; and the Proceed- 
ings about Mrs H— and Mrs S— for 
Private ones, are ſo very convincing E- 
vidences, that it will be needleſs to tay 
more. -. 

I muſt now acquaint you, that by my 
Lord Treaſurer's Advice I have made a 
conſiderable Retrenchment upon my Ex. 


pences of Candle and Kitchen-Stuff: Of 


which by the Way, upon my Conſcience, 
neither my Lord Treaſurer nor my Lord 
＋ — are guilty. = 
I ſpeak my Opinion; but if hereafter | 
you ſhall find them dabbling 1 in the Bu- | 
1 ſineſs, 


(3) 
fine(s, I tell you plainly I will leave them 


to you: For I would have the World to 
know, I am not a Man to be cheated. 


My Lords and G entlemen, 


1 defire you to believe of me as you 
have found me; and I do ſolemnly pro- 
teſt and promiſe, that whatever you give 
me, ſhall be ſpecially managed, with the 
fame Conduct, Thrift, Sincerity, and Pru- 


dence, that I have ever Pradtited ſince 
* Reſtoration, 
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INSTRUCTIONS 
T 0 


MEMBERS, 


Delivered to the 8 of the Houſe of 
C. in the Reign of * Milliam III. 


— Mr. Speaker, 


HE incloſed Memorial you are 
Charged with in the Behalf of 


many Thouſands of the good People of 


£ 
There is neither Popiſh, Jacobite, Se- 
ditious, Court or Country Party concerned 
in it; but Honeſty and Truth, 
You are commanded by two hundred 
Thouſand E — to deliver this to 


the Houſe of e ——, and to inform 


them that it is no Banter, but ſerious 
Truth, and a ſerious Regard to it is ex- 
pected. Nothing but Juſtice and their Duty 
is required; and it is required by them 
who have both Right to require, and Pow- 
I. to _—_— 1 PEOPLE OF 


—— 


b; 
= 
9 

1 

Ci 

[ 

4 

1 
'$ 

3 


: - 
. . 
* — NEE Es <A} DA ee or Ar rl ting oat 3 _ 28 Mort print! rs = 
MOR my ee IRS 8 8 9 2 * 5 2 
4 - . rs F IS g 


—— — — 


— AE — 
2 As 


— — — 


* „ 


3 
"wane 
r 
N * 


—— — — 
—— ——— — 


Dee 


ne. ea A 
„ oo I oo WY TOI BL. 


— 
mee 


— — 2 


„* — 
— 33 
— — * 
” I YA IE Oe = oe, 


> I. 
.: pe 
7 - — 2 5 
Et, — 
3 = 


(10) 
We would have come to the Houſe 
ſtrong enough to oblige them to hear us, 


bu we have avoided any Tumults, not 
deſiting to imbroil, but to ſecure our 


native Country. If you refuſe to com- 


municate it to them, you will find Cauſe in 
ſhort time to repent it. 


To RH. y, Speaker to the 
Houſe of C s and B s in 
P—— t Aſſembled. 


A Memorial from the Gentlemen, Free- 

Holders, and Inhabitants of the Counties 
of —-—= in behalf of themſelves and 
many Thouſands of the good People of 
England. 


Gentlemen, 

Tt were to be wiſhed you were Men of 
that Temper as to bear with the Truth, tho 
ic be againſt you, eſpecially from US, 'who 
have ſome Right to tell it you. But ſince 
even Petitions from your Maſters (for 
ſuch are the People that chooſe you) are 


fo baughrtily received, as with committing 
the Authors to illegal Cuſtody, you mult 
give us leave to give you this fair Notice 


of 


(an) 


of your Miſbehaviour, without ex pobng 
our Names. „ 5 
If you think fit to rectify your Error, 

you will do well, and poſſibly may hear 
no more of us; but if not, aſſure your 
ſelves, the Nation will not long hide their 
Reſentment: And, tho' there are no ſtared 
Proceedings to bring you to your Duty, 

yet the great Law of Reaſon ſays, and al 
Nations allow, that whatever Power is 
above Law, is burthenſome and tyrannical, 
and may be reduced to extrajudicial Me- 
thods. Vou are not above the Peoples Re- 
ſentments; they that made you Members, 
may reduce you to the ſame Rank from 
wherce they choſe you, and may give you 
a Taſte of their abuſed Kindneſs, in Terms 
you may not be pleaſed with. . 

When the People of E——d, aſſembled 

in Convention, preſented the Crown to his 
preſent M—y, they then annexed a De- 
claration of the Rights of the People, in 
which was expreſſed what was illegal and 
arbicrary in former Reigns, and what was 


claim'd as of Right to be done by ſucceed- 
ing Kings of E —d, 


In like manner here 3 Gentlemen, A 
ſhort Abridgement of the Nation's Griev- 
ances, „ of the illegal and unwarrantable 

B Prac- 


0075 6 
Praftices, and a Claim of Right, which 


we make in the Name of our ſelves, and 
ſuch of the good People in E.— d, a 
are vaſtly alarm'd at 5 Proctedings. 


J. To raiſe Funds for Money, and de- 
clare, by Borrowing-Clauſes, that whoſo- 


ever advances Money on thoſe Funds ſhall 
be reimburſed out of the next Aids; and 


if the Funds fall ſhort, then give ſubſe- 


quent Funds, without transferring the De- 


ficiency of the former, is an horrible 
Cheat on the Subject who lent the Money, 
a Breach of the Publick Faith, and deſtruc- 
tive to the Honour and Credit of P—— 
on es 

II. To impriſon Men who are not your 
own Members, by no Proceeding but a 
Vote of your Houſe, and to continue them 
in Cuſtody ine die, is illegal, a notorious 


| Breach of the Liberty of the People, ſet- 


ting up 2 diſpenſing Power in the Houſe 
of C: 8, which your Fathers never 
pretended to, bidding Defiance to the Ha- 
beas Corpus Act, which is the Bulwark of 
perſonal Liberty; deſtructive of the Laws, 
and betraying the Truſt repoſed in you. 
The K--g at the ſame time being obliged 
to aſk you Leave to continue in Cuſtody he 


horrid Aſſaſſinators of his Perſon. 
III. The 


(13) 
III. The committing to Cuſtody thoſe 
Gentlemen, who, at the Command of the 
People (whoſe Servants you are) and in a 
peaceable Way, put you in mind of your 
Duty, is illegal and injurious, deſtructive 
of the Subject's Liberty of petitioning for 
Redreſs of Grievances, which has by all 
Parliaments before you been acknowledged 
to be their undoubted Right. 
IV. Voting a Petition of the Gentlemen 
of Kent inſolent, is ridiculous and imper- 
tinent; becauſe the Freeholders of E 
---d are your Superiors; and is a Contra- 
diction in itſelf, and a Contempt of the E. 
--/ Freedom, and contrary to the Nature of 
P._—— y Power. 
V. Voting People guilty of Bribery, and 
committing them, as aforeſaid, without 
Bail, and then, upon Submiſſion and kneel- 
ing to your Houle, diſcharging them, ex- 
acting exorbitant Fees by your Officers, 1s 
illegal, betraying the Juſtice of the Na- 
tion, ſelling the Liberty of the Subjects, 
encouraging Extortion and Villainy of Of- 
ficers and Goalers, and hindering the legal 
Profecution of Offenders in the ordinary 
Courſe of Law. 
VI. Proſecuting the Crime of Bribery i in 
ſome to ſerve a Party, and then proceed 
no — tho' Proof lay before you, is 
V2 pPaüartial, 
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(14) 
3 and a Scandal upon the Honour of 


—ts$. 

VII. Voting the Treaty of Parti- 
tion fatal to Europe, becauſe it gave fo 
much of the Spaniſßh Dominions to the 
French, and not concern yourſelves to 
prevent their taking Poſſeſſion of all; de- 
ſerting the Dutch when the French are at 
their Doors, till it be almoſt too late to 
help them, is unjuſt to our Treaties, and 
unkind to our Confederates, diſhonourable 
to the E. -H Nation, and ſhews you very 


negligent of the Safety of E — d, and of 


our Proteſtant Neighbours. 

VIII. Ordering immediate Hearings to 
trifling Petitions to pleaſe Parties in E 
lections, and poſtponing the Petition of a 
Widow for the Blood of her murther'd 
Daughter, without giving it a Reading, 
1s an illegal Delay of Juſtice, 1s diſhonour- 


able to the Publick and to the Nation. 


IX. Addreſſing the K--g to diſplace his 


Friends upon bare Surmifes, before a legal 
Trial or Article proved, is illegal, and in- 
verting the Law, and making Execution 


go before Judgment; is contrary to the true 


Senſe of the Law, which eſteems every 


Man a good Man til ſomething appears to 
the contrary. 


X. Delay- 


. 

X. Delaying Proceedings upon Capital 
Impebch mib, to blaſt the Reputation of 
the Perſons, without proving the Fact, is 
illegal and oppreſſive, deſtructive to the 
Liberty of En, a Delay of Juſtice, 
and a Keproach e 
XI. Suffering ſaucy and indecent Re- 
proaches upon his M 's Perſon to be 


publickly made in your Houſe, particular. | 
ly by that impudent Scandal of Parlia- 


ment F— H, without ſhewing ſuch 
Reſentment as you. ought to do: The ſaid 
F— H—- ſaying openly, That his M-- 
-==y had made a felonious Tr reaty to rob bis 
Neighbours, inſinuating, That the Treaty 
of Partition (which was every way as juſt as 
blowing up one Man's Houſe to ſave an- 
other) was a Combination of the K--g'sto 


rob the King of Spain of his Due. This is 


making a Billingſgate of the Houle, and 
ſetting up to bully the 8 -N, contrary 
to the Intent and Meaning of the Freedom 


of Speech, which you claim as a Right; is 
ſcandalous to P tts, undutiful and un- 


mannerly, and a Reproach to the whole 
Nation, 


XII. Your $——-r exacting the exorbi- | 
tant Rate of 10 J. per Diem for your Votes, 


and giving the Printer Encouragement to 


raiſe it on the People, by ſelling them at 
4d. 
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4 4. per Sheet, is an Ulegin and afbitfary 
Exaction. i 
XIII. Neglecting till to pay the Na- 


tion's Debrs, compounding for Intereſt, and 


_ poſtponing Petitions, is illegal, er 
able to the Houſe, and burthenſome to the 


People. 

XIV. publickly deglecting the great 
Work of Reformation of Manners, tho 
often preſſed to it by the Kg, to the great 


Diſhonour of God and Encouragement of 


Vice, is a Neglect of your Duty, and an 
Abuſe of the Truſt repoſed in you by God, 


his M----y, and the People. 


XV. Being ſcandalouſly vicious your- 
ſelves, both in your Morals and Religion, 
lewd in Life, and erroneous in Doctrine; 
having among you publick Blaſphemers 
and impudent Denyers of the Divinity of 
our Saviour, and ſuffering them unreprov- 
ed, and unpuniſh'd, to the infinite Regret 
of all good Chriſtians, and juſt Abhorrence 
of the whole Nation. 


Wherefore in the fad Proſpect of the im- 
pending Ruinof our native Country, while 
P— ——t (which ought to be the Se. 
curity and Defence of our Laws and Con- 
ſtitution) betray their Truſt and abuſe 
the People, whom they ſhould ome 

an 
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(17) 
and no other Way being left us but that 
Force, which we are loath to make uſe 
4 That Poſterity may know we did not 
inſenſibly fall under the Tyranny of a pre- 
"—_ Party, We do hereby 


CLAIM AND Dzciaze, 
J. That! it is the undoubted Right of the 


People of E e in caſe their Repreſenta- 
tives in P t do not proceed accord- 


ing to their Ducy and the People's Intereſt, 
to inform them of their Dillike, difown 
their Actions, and direct them to ſuch 


Things as they think fit, either by Petitibn, 


Addreſs and Propoſal, Memorial, or any o- 


ther peaceable Way. 


II. That the Houſe of C 8, ſepa- 
rately and otherwiſe than by Bill ally paſt 
into an Act, have no legal Power to ſuſpend 
or diſpenſe with the Laws of the Land, 
any more than the K — has by his Prero- 
gative. 

III. That che Houſe of C—— 5s have 
no legal Power to impriſon any Perſon, or 
commit them to Cuſtody of Serjeants or o- 


therwiſe (their own Members excepted) 


but ought to addreſs to the K--- to cauſe 
any Perſon on good Grounds to be appre- 
hended; which Perſons, ſo apprehended, 
ought to have the Liberty (I mean the Be- 

nefit) 


1 6 ; ) 
nefit) of the Habeas Corpus Act, and be fairly 


broughr to Trial by due Courſe of Law. 


IV. That if the Houſe of C. s, in 
Breach of che Laws and Liberties of the 
People, betray the Truſt repoſed-in them, 

and act negligently, arbitrarily and il- 
legally, it is the undoubted Right of the 
People of E-— 4 to call them to an Ac- 
Count, as Betrayers of their Truſt. 


Theſe Things we think proper to declare, 
as the unqueſtion' d Rights of the People 
of E-——4q, whom you ſerve, and in 
purſuance of theſe Rights, avoiding the 
Ceremony of petitioning our Inferiors, 
(for ſuch you are by your preſent Cir- 
cumſtances, as the Perſon ſent is leſs 
than the Sender) we do publickly proteſt 
againſt all the aforeſaid illegal Adi ons, 
and in the Name of ourſelves and of all. 
the good People of Ed do 


REQUIRE AND Deux, 


I. That all the Publick Juſt Debts of the 
N----n be forthwith paid and diſcharged. 

II. That all Perſons illegally 1mpriſon'd, 
as aforeſaid, be either immediately diſcharg- 
ed, or admitted to Bail, as by Law they 


ought to be, and the Liberty of the Subject 


recogpiled and reſtored, 


_ * 


III. That 


% 


(19) 
III. That F— H--— aforeſaid be 


obliged to aſk the King's Pardon for his 


vile Reflections, or be immediately expell'd 
the Houſe. 
IV. Thar the growing Power of France 


be taken into Conſideration, the Succeſſion 
of the Emperor to the Crown of Spain ſup- 


ported, our Proteſtint Neighbours protect. 


ed, as the true Intereſt of E. — 4 and the 


Proteſtant Religion require. 
V. That the French King be had to 


quit Flanders, or that his M-----y be ad- 


dreſs'd to declare War againſt him. 
VI. That ſuitable Supplies be granted to 
his M-----y, for the putting all thoſe neceſ- 


ſary Things in Execution; and that Care be 
taken that ſuch Taxes as are raiſed may be 
more equally aſſeſſed and collected, and 


ſcandalous Deficiencies prevented. 
VII. That the Thanks of the Houſe 
be given to thoſe Gentlemen who ſo gal- 


lantly appear d in the Behalf of their Coun- 
try with the Kentiſb Petition, and have been 


ſo ſcandaloully uſcd for 1 it. 


Tuus, Gentlemen, you have your Duty 
laid before you, which it is hoped you 
will think of; bur. if you continue to 
neglect it, you may expect to be treated 


according to the Reſentments of an in- 
C pues 
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jured Nation; for E— 
more to be Slaves to the P 
to the K. | 


Our Name is LEGION, 


and we are many. 


P. S. If you require to have this Memorial 


ſigned with our Names, it ſhall be done 
on your firſt Orders, and PERSONALLY 
PRESENTED, 9 


THE 
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Col. B. 8 SPEE on 


ON THE 


Honour of a Kin G. 


M A * 1675. 


HEN the Fouls of Commons 
| had in Debate the making a. ſe- 
cond Addreſs to the King for the Recall 


of his Subjects in the Service of the French 


King: it was by Secretary C--- urged as an 
Argument againſt it, that he had already 
granted their Deſires in the chiefeſt Part of 
it, ſince by this Proclamation he did as much 
as in him lay to hinder the going over 
of any more; and did thereby require 
all thoſe to come back, that went ſince 
the Treaty of Peace with Holland. But 
for ſuch as went by Contract and Eſtabliſh- 
ment before that Treaty, thoſe in Honour 
the King could not recall: Nay, the States 
of Holland could not expect, nor had 
they ever deſired thoſe ſhould be ſenc 
for back. 
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Some others enlarged upon the Caſe of 


Honour, how much the King was bound 


up by it, not to yield to any ſuch e- 
neral Addreſs. 
Upon which Col. B —— ſtood. up, 


and made an excellent Diſcourſe of the 
true Intereſt of England with Reference to 


France, and coming to anſwer the Argu- 


ment made from the King's Honour, he 


proceeded thus. 
Mr. Speaker, 
I perceive ſome Gentlemen are ocribly 


| frightened with this Word Honour; they are 
afraid of the King's Honour, and therefore 
afraid to make this Addreſs, I ſhall tell you 


by and by what this Honour is; but 


firſt I will admit the King's Honour really | 
engaged : 


And what if it be? will not 


vour Advice be a 


my Part, I believe the King will be very 
glad ro ſerve himſelf of ſuch an Expe- 
He has done it heretofore: Pray 
remember the Declaration. 
were all put under Declaration-law, did not 


was reſolved to ſtand to it, and that he 
ſhould take it very ill to receive Con- 
tradiction therein? 

Why 


perfect Salvo to his 
Honour? Certainly it is the only thing 
in the World can bring him off: and for 


When we 


the King then tell you in his Specch, he 


626) 

Why pray? was not his Honour en- 
caged? I am ſure it was in Print: Vet 
you know upon char Advice, how the 
ing quitted that Declaration, and con- 
cealed it. When you came "afterwards 
to adviſe the King in reference to a Peace 
with the States of the United Provinces, 
you then found him in a French Alliance; 
and how much we were then alſo cold 
of his Honour's being engaged, I am ſure 


I cannot forget. But notwithſtanding that 


Honour, the King took your Counſel, and 
made Peace: And, I believe, you may now 
have a, third Inſtance of the Signification 
of his Honour, if you ſhall adviſe the King 


(as you have been moved) to recall all his 


Subjects in the Service of the French King. 
But leſt we ſhould be troubled again 


wich this Honour, I ſhall tell you (as I 


promiſed) what it is. 


It is nothing but the Phraſe and Word 


of thoſe that counſel'd the King to this 
French Alliance ; and whatever his Majeſty 


1s pleaſed to fay to you at any time, mult 


be deemed the Wo ds of the Counſellors. 
For if you judge otherwiſe, whenever they 
have a mind o ſtop yourMow'hs, they'll tell 
you of the King's Honour, or ſome other big 
Words, and your Buſineſs, Gentlemen, is at 
an End; and you may go home _—_ 
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Diſcourſe of REBELLION, 
Given up and Down, 1676. 
Nu baving gone thus far in the 


Deſcription of Rebellion, 1 think 
myſelf obliged to tell you what I con- 


ceive not to be Rebellion. Whoſoever 


then takes up Arms to maintain the po- 
litic Conſtitution, or Government of his 
Country, in the Condition it then is (I 
mean to defend it from being changed, 
or invaded by the Craft or Force of any 


Man, altho' it be the Prince or chief 


Magiſtrate himſelf) ſuch taking up of Arms, 


being commanded or authorized by thoſe, 


who by the Order of that Government are 
legally intruſted with the Cuſtody of the 
Liberty of the People, and Foundation 
of Government: This 1 hold to be ſo N 
far from Rebellion, that I believe it 


laudable, nay the Duty of every Mem- 


ber of ſuch a Commonwealth ; for who- 
ſoever fights to ſopport and defend the 
Government he was born and lives under, 

cannot 


* 8 
cannot deſerve the odious Name of Rebel ; 
but he who endeavours to deſtroy it 


If this be not granted, it will be in, 


vain to frame any mix'd Monarchies in 
the World: yet ſuch is at this Day the 
happy State, and Form under which all 

Europe lives; as the People of England, 

Spain, Germany, Poland; Swedeland, &c. 
that the Prince has his Share, and the 
People theirs. Which -laſt, if they had 
no lawful means of recovering their Rights 
if taken from them, or defending them 


if invaded, would be in the ſame State 


as if they had no Title to them, but 


lived under the Tyranny of France, T urkey, | 


or Muſeovy, 

And fince they have no other Remedy but 
1 Arms, and that it would be x ill 
Conſequence to make every private Man 
judge when the Rights of the People (to 

which they have as lawful a Claim as the 
Prince to his) are invaded, which would 


be apt to produce frequent, and ſome- 


times cauſeleſs Tumults; therefore it has 
been the great Wiſdom of the Founders 
of ſuch Monarchies, to appoint Guar- 
dians to the Peoples Liberties: : Which, if 


it be not otherwiſe expreſt, is and ought 


to be underſtood to reſide in the Eſtates 
of che Country; which for that Reaſon, as 
we 5 
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alſo to exerciſe their Share in the Sovereign- 
ty (as making Laws, levying Money, &c.) 
are to be frequently aſſembled in all 
| thoſe Regions of Europe before mentioned. 
Theſe are to atteſt and maintain the 
Orders of Government, and the Laws eſta- 
bliſhed (and if it cannot be dene other- 
wiſe) to arm the People to defend them- 
ſelves, and repel any Force that is upon 
them. | „ 

Nay, the Government of Arr: 
farther. And becauſe in the Intervals of 
Eſtates, or Courts, many Accidents way in- 
tervene to the Prejudice of their Jurors, 
and Rights (as they call them) they have 
duriug the Intermiſſion appointed a Magi- 
ſtrate called E/ Fuſtitia, who is by the 
Law and Conſtitution of that Kingdom, 
to aſſemble the whole People to his Ban- 
ner, whenever their Rights are incroached 
upon; and they are not only juſtifyed 
by the Laws for coming rhicher, but ſe- 
verely puniſhed in Caſe of Refuſal, —__ 
So that there is no Queſtion but if the 
Kings of Arragon, (at this Day very pow- 
erful by the Addition of the Kingdoms of 
Naples and Sicily, and the Union with 
Caſtile} ſhould invade this Kingdom of 
Arragon, and endeavour to take from 
them the Rights and Privileges they 
— | 1 _ enjoy 
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enjoy lawfully by their Conſtitution, there 
is no Queſtion I ſay, but they may (tho 
their King be there in Perſon againſt them) 
aſſemble under their Fu/titia, and defend 
their Liberties with the ſame legal Juſtice, 
as if they were invaded by the French, oc 
by the Turk. | 

For it were abſurd to think, that the 
People ſhould be aſſembled by Courſe of 
Law to apprehend Robbers, or to deliver 
a Poſſeſſion of their Liberties and Proper- 

ties, and defend their Lives too from be- 
ing arbitrarily taken away. . 

But I know this clear Truth receives 
Oppoſition in this unreaſonable and cor- 
rupt Age, when Men are more prone to 
flatter the Luſt of Princes than formerly, 
and the Favourites more impatient to bear 
the Impartiality of the Laws, than the Sons 
of Brutus were, who complained Lepes 
25 ſurdas: That is, tho they were fine 

zentlemen- in Favour with the Ladies, 
and Miniſters to the King's Pleaſures ; yet 
they could not oppreſs, drink, whore, nor 
kill the Officers of Juſtice in the Streets, 
(returning from their Night Revels) but 
the Execution of the Laws would reach 
them as well as others, who in the time 
of Tarquin found, it ſeems, the Prince 
more exorable. Nay, the very Divines 
ke themſelves 
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themſelves help with their Fallacies to 
oppugn this Docttine; to make us believe 
(as I ſaid before) that it is God's Will al! 
rinces ſhould be abſolute: And they are 
ſo far in a Conſpiracy againſt Mankind, 
that they aſſert, that in the Text (This 
ſhall the Manner of the Kingdom be) God 
has given his People the Jus Divinum of 
Government, when indeed he was threaten- 
ing them with the len Jay of Monarchy. 
For when the People of 1/rael aſked 
of Samucl a King to KE them, theugh 
provoked to it by the wicked Govern- 
ments of Samuel's Sons, which he had ſet 
over them: yet the Anſwer of God to 
Sanivel ſhews they bad a King, but in 
Wrath, and Vengeance to puniſh them. 

And as ſoon as God had faid, that by 
| their aſking of a King, they had rejected 
his Omnipotency from reigning over them, 
he bids Samuel to hearken not unto their 
Voice, but to proteſt againſt it, and ſhew 
them the Manner of their King. 

That he would take their Sons and ap- 
point them for himſelf, for his Chariots, 
and to be his Horſemen, and ſome to run 
before his Chariots. 

That he would take their Daughters to 
be Confectionaries, and to be Cooks, 
and to be Bakers, with many other Vaſ- 
ſallages, 
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ſallages, deſcribing the tyrannical Power 
under which the People ould labour by 
this Change of Government. 

Their very Petition was a departing from 
God, and it carried its Puniſhment along 
with it. 

But to come to the Rationality of 
Government, with ſome ' Regard to the 
Text, is it not moſt likely that God 
would have eſtabliſhed the beſt Sort of 1 
Government among his own People? He 1 
gave them the Land of Canaan as the 1 
beſt Piece of Earth; he gave them the | 
beſt Laws; and if a King had been the beſt | 

Form of Government, is it not probable l 
God had given it them alſo? But the 1 
Idolatry of all the Nations then governed || 

by Kings, and the Idolatry of the 1ſraelites | 
ſoon after they had Kings, were an inter- 1 
poſing Idol between the People and God, lf 
ſubjecting them to Idolatry: And ſince the 
only aſking a King was a Departing from 
God, it neceſſarily ſhews that Kind of 
Government leſs confiſtent with the Pre- 
lence of God. 


AN 
HUMB LE ADDRES SS. 
OF THE 


LADIES of Pleaſure, &c. 


E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and 
loyal Subjects, the Ladies of Plea- 
ſure in the ſeveral Seraglio's of Moorfields, 
Whetſton's-Park, Lukener's- Lane, Dog and 
Bitch-Yard, and the reſt of the Stews and 
Cunny-Burroughs in and about your Ma- 


jeſty's virtuous Palace of Whitehall, and 


the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, be- 
ing daily ſenſible of the great Advantages 


wie have reap'd under your Majeſty's eaſy 


Government, from the Play-Houſes, Maſks, 


Balls, Serenades, Hyde- Park and St. Fames's 


N ight-Revels, publickly commended and 
honoured by your Majeſty's Royal Preſence; 
and from the great Licenſe and Privileges 
we have enjoy'd under your Majeſty's Ju- 
ſtices of Peace (no way inferior to thoſe of 
Rome and Venice) whereby thoſe fooliſh 

things 
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things call'd Wives are grown unfaſhionable, 
and kceping a Miſs a principal Character ofa 
| well-bred modiſh Gentleman: And having 
no leſs Reſentment of the Honour ſome of 
our Profeſſion have receiv'd from your Ma- 
jeſty, in being promoted not only to great 
Titles, but to the peculiar Direction of 
Publick Affairs; and of the Benefit all of us 
have received from the Diſſolution of ſe- 
veral late Parliaments; which being com- 
poſed, for the greateſt part, of ſober Coun- 
try Clowns, who brought up their Wives 
with them, lived honeſtly, and threatened 
to make Laws for retrieving the Ancient 
Virtue of the Nation, which would have 
ſtarved us. 
| Wedo moſt humbly beg leave to return 
our molt ſincere and hearty Thanks to your 
Majeſty for all the ſaid Bleſſings; as alſo for 
your moſt gracious Promiſe of having fre- 
quent Parliaments, from which we hope 
the ſaid Clowns will at length be fo tired 
by the Expence of future Elections, and 
the Shame of being ſo often ſent home, that 
they will give place to ſuch worthy Patriots, 
as made up the Long Parliament, from whoſe 
excellent Morals and plentiful Penſions, we, 
as well as your Majeſty, received a very 
comfortable Support. And we humbly aſ- 
ſure ourſelves of your Majeſty's Acceptance 
of 
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of this our Zeal (which we will never be 
wanting to expreſs, ſo long-as we are able 
to wag our Tails) from the Hands of our 


Chiefs the Dutcheſs of Portſmouth and 


Madam Gwin, whom we have prevailed 


with to preſent the ſame, as well for the 


Acceptableneſs of their Perſons to your 


Majeſty, as for the avoiding the Errors the 


Addreſſing Lawyers ran into, by preſenting | 
it with unwarrantable Numbers, 


REASONS 
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REASONS againſt repealing the 
Acts of Parliament concerning 
the TEST, humbly offer d to the 
Confideration of the Members of 
both Houſes on their next Meet 
ing, the 28th of April, 1687. 


By Doctor B——T, 


I I the juſt Apprehenſions of the Dan- 
I ̃ ger of Popery gave Birth to the two 
Laws for the two Teſts, the one in relation 
to all publick Employments (in 73) and the 
other in relation to the Conſtitution of our 
Parliament for the future in 78 ; the pre- 
ſent Time and Conjuncture does not ſeem 
ſo proper for repealing them, unleſs it can 
be imagin'd that the Danger of Popery is 
now ſo much leſs than it was formerly, that 
we need no more ſtand upon our Guard a- 
gainſt it. We had a King when theſe Laws 
were enacted, who, as he declar'd himſelf 
of the Church of England, by receiving the 
Sacrament four Times a Year in it, ſo in 


all his Speeches to the Parliament, and — 
„ al 


- — 


„ 
all his Declarations to his Subjects, he re- 
peated this Aſſurance of his Firmneſs to the 
Proteſtant Religièn ſo frequently and ſo- 


lemnly, chat if ſaying of a Thing often 


gives Reaſons to believe it, we had as 


much Reaſon as any People bad to depend 


upon him; and yet for all that, it was 
thought neceſſary to fortify theſe! Aﬀurances 
with Laws; and it is not eaſy to imagine 
why we ſhould throw away theſe, when 
we have a Prince that is not only of ano- 
ther Religion himſelf, but that has expreſſ- 
ed fo much Steadineſs in it, and ſo much 


Zeal for it, that one would think that we 
ſhould rather now ſeek a farther Security, 


than throw way that which already we 


have. 


IT. Our King has given ſuch Teſtimonies 
of his Zeal for his Religion, that we ſee a- 


mong all his other Royal Qualities, there 


is none for which he deſires and deſerves to 
be ſo much admir'd: Since the Paſſion of 


Glory of making himſelf the Terror of all 


Europe, and the Arbitrator of Chriſtendom, 
(which as it is natural to all Princes, 
mult be particularly ſo to one of his mar- 
rial and noble Temper) yields to his Zeal 
for the Church. If he in whom we might 
hope to ſee our Edward the Third, or Henry 
the Fifth reviv'd, chuſes rather che height- 

ening 


wy) 


ening his Degree of Glory in another World, 
than to acquire all the Laurels and Con- 
queſts that this low World could give him; 
and that inſtead of making himſelf a Ter- 
ror to all his Neighbours, he is contented 
with the humble Glory of being a Terror 
to his own People ; fo that inſtead of the 

great Figure which this Reign might make 

in the World, all the News of England is 
 anly concerning the Practices on ſome fear- 
ful Mercenaries. Theſe Things ſhow, that 
his Majeſty is ſo poſſeſs'd with his Religion, E 
that this cannot ſuffer us to think that there 
is at preſent no Danger from Popery. 

III. It does not appear, from what we ſee 
either abroad or at home, that Popery has 
ſo changed its Nature, chat we have leſs 
Rea on to be afraid of it at preſent than we 
| had in former Times. It might be thought 
ill-natur'd to go ſo far back as to the Coun- 
cil of Lateran, that decreed the Extirpa- 
tion of Heretics, with ſevere Threatenings 
on thoſe Princes that fail'd in their Duty of 
being the Hangmen of the Inquiſitors; or 
to the Council of Conſtance, that decreed 
that Princes were not bound to keep Faith 
with Hereticks; tho it muſt be confeſſed, 
that we mult have extraordinary Memories 
if we can forget ſuch Things, and much 
more extraordinary Underſtandings if "= 

E © 
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do not make ſome Inferences from them. 
J will not ſtand upon ſuch inconſiderable 
Trifles as the Gunpowder Plot, or the 
Maſſacre of Ireland; but I will take the 
Liberty to reflect on what the Papiſts have 
done fince theſe Laws were made, to give 
us kinder and ſofter Thoughts of them, 
and to make us the leſs apprehenſive of them. 
We ſee before our Eyes what they have 
done, and are ſtill doing in France, and 
what feeble Things Edicts, Coronation- 
Oaths, Laws and Promiſes repeated over 
and over again prove to be, where that Re- 
ligion prevails. And Lewis le Grand makes 
not ſo contemptible a Figure in the Church, 
or in our Court, as to make us think that 
his Example may not be propos'd as a Pa- 
tern, as well as his Aid offer'd for an En- 
couragement to act the ſame Things in 
E— 4, that he is now doing with ſo 
much Applauſe in France; and it may be 
perhaps the rather defir'd from hence to put 
him a litcle in Countenance, when ſo great 
a K---- as ours is willing to forget himſelf 
fo far as to copy after him, and to depend 
upon him. So that as the Doctrines of their 
Church are the ſame in all Ages and Places, 
fince its chief Pretence is, that tis infalli- 
ble ; it is no unreaſonable Thing for vs to 
be afraid of thoſe who. will be eaſily in- 
; duced 


(377 
duced to burn us a little Here, when they 
are told, that ſuch fervent Zeal will F664 
them a more laſting burning Hereafter, and 
will perhaps quit all Scores ſo intirely that 


they may hope ſcarce to indure a Sindging : 


in Purgatory for all their other Sins. 
IV. If the Revs. Order (of the Church 
of Rome) that has breathed out nothing bur 


Fire and Blood ſince its firſt Formation, and 


is even decry'd at Rome itſelf for its Vio- 


lence, is in ſuch Credit here, I do not ſee 


any Inducement. from thence to perſuade 
us to act on the Counſels that are directed 
by that Society, as ſo harmleſs and inoffen- 
five, that we need be leſs on our Guard a- 


gainſt them. I know not why we may not 


fear as much from Father Petre as the 
French have done from Pere de la Chaiſe; 
fince all the Difference that is obſerved to 
be between them is, that the Engliſh Jeſuits 
have much more Fire and Paſſion, and much 
leſs Conduct and Judgment than che French 


have; and when Rome itſelf has expreſſed ſo 
much Jealouſy of the Intereſt thoſe of that 


Order had in our Counſels, that Father 
Morgan, who was thought to influence our 
Ambaſſadors, was order d to leave Rome, 
I do not ſee why E 
tamely on them, No Reaſon can be given 
why Cardinal H A ſhould be ſhut out 


4 ſhould look ſo 
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V If of all their Counſels, unleſs it be that the 
14 Nobleneſs of his Birth, and Gentleneſs of 
4 his Temper, are too hard even for his Re- 
[of ligion and his Purple to be maſter'd by 
4 them. And it is a Contradiction that no- 
thing but a Belief capable of receiving 
Tranſubſtantiation can reconcile, to ſee 


Men pretend to obſerve Law, and yet to 
find at the ſame Time an Ambaſſador 


| from E d at Rome, when there are ſo 
| many Laws 1n our Books of Statutes, never 
[81 yet repeal'd, that have declar'd over and over 
1 all Commerce with the See of Rome to be 
vt High Treaſon, 5 | 
if V. The late famous Judgment of. our 
['Þ Judges, who, knowing no other Way to 
1% make their Names immortal, have found 
1 an effectual one to preſerve them from their 
1 being forgot, ſeems to call for another Way 
1 or Method of Proceeding: The Precedent 
1 they have ſet muſt be fatal either to them 
11 or us; for if twelve Men, that get into Scar- 
0 let and Furs, have an Authority to diſſolve 
10 all our Laws made fo long, the E—bGo- 
il vernment is to be look'd upon with as much 
60 Scorn, as it has heretofore drawn Admira- 
160 tion. That doubtful Words of Laws made 
| ith ſo long ago, when the Intention of the 
10 Lawgivers is not certainly known, muſt be 
10 expounded by the Judges, is not to be 
Wt queſtion d; 
1 
| fit 
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queſtion'd; but to infer from thence, that 
the plain Words of the Law ſo lately made, 
that was ſo rigorouſly aſſerted by this pre- 
ſent P=———;, may be made void by a 
| Deciſion of heirs, after fo many Practices 

upon them, 1s as juſt and reaſonable a Way 
of Argument as theirs is, who, becauſe the 
Church of England acknowledges that the 
Church has a Power in Matters of Rites 
and Ceremonies, will from thence con- 
clude, That chat Power muſt go ſo far, 
that tho' Chriſt has ſaid of the Cup, drink 
ye all of it, we muſt obey the Church when 
| ſhe faith, We ſhall not drink of it. Our 
Judges, for the greateſt part, were Men 
that had paſt their Lives in ſo much Re- 
tirement, that from thence we might have 
hoped they had ſtudied our Laws well, 
fince the Bar had call'd them fo ſeldom 
from their Studies; and if Practice is 
thought often hurtful to Speculation, as 
that which often diſorders and hurts the 

Judgment, they who had practiſed ſo little 
in our Laws, ſhould have had no Biaſs on 
their Underſtandings. And if the Habit of 
taking. Mone fy as a Lawyer 1 is a dangerous 
Preparation for one that is to be an incor- 
rupt Judge, they ſhould have been incor- 
ruptible; fince it is not thought that the 
greateſt part of them never got ſo BIA 
their 
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their Practice as paid for their Furs. In 
ſhort, we now ſee how they have merited 
their Blank Preferment; and they may yet 


expect a farther Exaltation, when che 


Juſtice and the Laws of E——4 come 
into Hands that will be as careful to pre- 
ſerve them as they have been to deſtroy 
them. But what an Infamy will it lay up- 
on the Name of an E- — 5% P—-—, 
if inſtead of calling thoſe Betrayers of their 
Country to an Account, they ſhould go, by 
an After-Game, to confirm what theſe Fel- 
lows had done. n 
VI. The late Conferences with ſo many 
Mrs of both H — will give ſuch 
an ill-natur'd Piece of Jealouſy againſt them, 
that of all Perſons living they are the moſt 
concern'd to take care how they give their 
Votes. The World will believe that 
Threatenings and Promiſes had as large a 
Share in their ſecret Converſations, as Rea- 
ſonings and Perſuaſions; and it muſt be 
more than an ordinary Degree of Zeal and 
Courage in them, that muſt take off the 
Blot of being ſent for, and ſpoke to on ſuch 


a Subject, and in ſuch a Manner. The 


worthy Behaviour of the M -rs of the 
laſt S———n, had made this Nation un- 
willing to remember the Errors commit- 
ted in the firſt Election; and it is to be 
hoped, 


(41) 
hoped, that they will not give any Cauſe 
for the future to call that to Mind; for if 
a P————, that had ſo many Flaws in the 
firſt Conception, goes to repeal Laws that 
we are ſure were made by legal P S, 

it will put the Nation to an Enquiry, that 
nothing but Neceſſity willdrive them to: For 
| a Nation may be laid aſleep, and a little 
cheated ; but when it's awake, and ſees its 
Danger, it will not look on and ſee a Rape 
made on its Religion and Liberties, with- 
out examining from whence theſe Men 
have their Authority ; they will hardly 
find it is of Men, and will not believe it is 
of God. But it is to be hoped there will be 
no Cauſe given. for this angry Queſtion, 
which is much eaſier made than anſwer'd. 
VII. If all that were aſk'd now in fa. 
vour of Popery, were only ſome Gentleneſs 
rowards Papiſts, there were ſome Reaſon 
to entertain the Debate when the Demand 
were a little more modeſt, If Men were 
to be attainted of Treaſon for being recon- 
ciled to the Church of Rome, and if two 
Thirds of the Papiſts Eſtates were offer d 
to be levied, it were a natural Thing to 
ſee them uneaſy and reſtleſs ; but now the 
Matter is more bare- faced, they are not con- 
tent to live at eaſe and enjoy their Eſtates, 
but muſt carry all before them; and "Rok 
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Petre cannot be at quiet till he makes as 
great a Figure in our Court, as Pere de la 


Chaiſe does at Verſailles. 


A Ceſlation of all Severities agaioſt Fes 
is that to which the Nation would more 
eaſily ſubmit ; but it is their Behaviour 
that mult create them the Continuance of a 
like Compaſſion in another Reign. If a reſt- 
leſs and perſecuting Spiric were not inhe- 
rent in that Order which has now the A- 
ſcendant, they would behave themſelves ſo 


decently under their preſent Advantages, 


as to make our Divines, who have charged 
them too heavily, look a little out of Coun- 
renance, and this would work more on the 
Hou Nature of the Nation, and the prince- 
y Nobleneſs of the Succeſſor whem we 


TM in view, than thoſe Acts of Craft and 


Violence, to which we ſee their Temper 
carry them, even ſo early, before it is yet 
Time to ſhew themſelves. The Tem- 


per of the Engliſb Nation, the heroical Vir- 


tues of thoſe we have in our Eyes; but a- 
bove all, our moſt holy Religion, which, 


inſtead of Revenge and Cruelty, inſpires 


us with Charity and Mercy even for our 
Enemies; are ſuch Things as may take 


from the Gentlemen of that Religion all 
fad Apprehenſions, unleſs they raiſe a Storm 


in chemſelves, and provoket the Juſticn 
wo 


tas 


of the Nation, to ſuch a Degree, that 
their Succeſſors may find it neceſſary to 
be juſt, even when their own Inclinations 
would rather carry them to ſhow Mercy. 
In ſhort they need fear nothing but what 
they create themſelves; ſo that all this 
Stir they keep for their own Safety, looks 
too like ſecuring to themſelves a Pardon 
for their Crimes. 
VIII. I know it is objected as no ſmall: 
Prejudice againſt theſe Laws, that the very 
making of them diſcovered a particular 
Malignity againſt his Majeſty, and there- 
fore it is ill Manners to ſpeak for them. 
The firſt perhaps had an Eye at his be- 
ing Admiral, and the laſt was poflibly- 
levelled at him ; tho' when that was 
diſcovered, he was excepted out of it, with 
A ſpecial Proviſo; and as for that which 
paſſed in 73, I hope it is not forgotten, 
that it was enacted by that loyal Parlia- 
ment that had ſettled the Prerogative of the 
Crown and the Rights of the Church, and 
that had given the King more Money than 
all the Parliaments of England had ever done 
in all former Times; a Parliament that had 
indeed ſome Diſputes with the King, but 
upon the firſt Step that he made with 
relation to Religion, or Safety, they ſhew'd 
how ready they were to forget all that 
F Was 
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was paſt; as appeared by their Behaviour 
after the criple Alliance, And in 73, tho' 
they had great Cauſe given them to diſlike 
the DutchWar, eſpecially the ſtrange Begin- 
ning of it upon the Smyrna Fleet, and ſtop- 
ping the Exchequer ; and tho the Declara- 
tion for Toleration for the Members of the 
Houſe, were Matters of hard Digeſtion ; : 
yet did the King no ſooner give them 


that new Aſſurance of their Religion, tho' 


they bad very great Reaſon given them to 
be jealous of that War, yet ſince, the 
King was engaged, they gave him a Mil- 
lion and 200000 J. for carrying it on; and 
they thought they had no ill Pennyworth 
for theit Money, when they carried home 
with em this new Security for their Re- 
gion, which we are now deſired to throw 
up, and which the reverend Judges have 
already thrown out, asa Law out of Darte. 
If that had carried in it any new Pieces 
of Severity, their Complaints might be juſt ; | 
but they are extreamly tender, if they 
are uneaſy under a Law, that only gives 
them Leiſure and Opportunity to live at 
home. And the laſt Teſt, which was in- 
tended only for ſhutting them out of the 
Legiſlative Body, appears to be ſo juſt, that 
one is more amazed to find that it was 
ſo long a doing, than that ic was done 

at 
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et laſt; and ſince it is done, it is a great 
Preſumption on our Underſtandings, that 
we ſhould be willing to part with it. 
If it was not ſooner done, it was be- 
cauſe there was no ſuch Cauſe given for 
Jed louſy to work upon; but what has ap- 
peared fince that Time, and what has been 
printed in his late Majeſty's Name, ſhows 
_ the World now that the Jealouſies that 

occaſioned thoſe Laws, were not ſo ill- 
grounded as ſome well- meaning Men then 
perhaps believed them to be. But there 
are ſome Times when ſome Men's Eyes 
come to be opened. 

IX. I am told, ſome Men think it very 
indifferent to have a Teſt for our Patlia- 
ment, in which the King's Religion is ac- 
cuſed of Idolatry. But if the Reaſon be 
good in this Particular, it will be full as 
good againſt ſeveral of the Articles of our 
Church, and many of our Homilies. If 
the Church, and Religion of our Nation 
is ſo formed by Law, that the King's Re- 
ligion is declared over and over again Ido- 
latrous, what Help is there for it? It is no 
other than what it was when his Majeſty 
was crown'd, and ſwore to maintain our 
Laws. I hope none will be wanting in 
all poſſible Reſpect to his facred Perſon ; ; 

l and 
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and as we ought to be infinitely ſorry to 
find him in a Religion, which we muſt 


believe Idolatrous, ſo we are far from the 


ill Manners of reflecting on his Perſon, 


or calling him an Idolator, For as every 


Man that reports a Lye, for that is not 
to be called a Lyar; ſo the ordering the 
Intention, and the Prejudice of a Miſper- 


ſuaſion are ſuch Abatements, that we will 


not raſhly take upon us to call every 


Man of the Church of Rome an Idolator: 
yet on the other Hand we can never lay 
down our Charge againſt the Church of 
Rome, as guilty of Idolatry, unleſs at the 


fame time we part with---- - 

X. Others give us a ſtrange Sort of Ar- 
gument, to perſuade us to part with the 
Teſt ; They ſay, the King muſt employ his 
Popiſh Subjects, for he can truſt no o- 


ther; and he is fo affured of their Fideli- 


ty 0 him, that we apprehend =”. Them. 
ger from them. This is an odd Method 


on us to let in a Sort of People to the 


Parliament and Government; ſince the 
King cannot truſt us, but them; ſo that 
as ſoon as that Law is repealed they muſt 
have all the Employments, and have the 
whole Power of the Nation lodged in their 
Hands. This ſeems a little roo groſs to 
impoſe even upon Jriſbmen. The King = 
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for many Years together, with how much 


Zeal both the Clergy and many of the 
Gentry appeared for his Intereſt ; and if 


there is now a melancholy Damp upon 
their Spirits, the King can diſſipate it when 
he will; and as the Church of England 
is a Body thar will never rebel againſt him, 


ſo any Sullenneſs which the lateAdminiſtra- 


tion of Affairs has brought on them, will 
ſoon vaniſh, if the King be pleaſed to re- 


member a little what he has ſo often 


promiſed, not only in Publick but in Pri- 


vate, and will be content with the Exerciſe 
of his own Religion, without embroiling 
his whole Affairs, becauſe Father Petre 
will have it ſo. And it tempts Engliſbmen 
to more than ordinary Degrees of Rage, 
againſt a certain Sort of Men, Who, 
it ſeems, can infuſe in a Prince, born 


with the higheſt Senſe of Honour poſlible, 


Projects to which, without doing ſome Vio- 


lence to his royal Nature, he could not fo 
much as hearken, if his Religion did 


not muffle him up in a blind Obedience. 


But if we are ſo unhappy, that Prieſts 
can ſo diſguiſe Matters, as to miſlead a 


Prince, who without their Influence would 
be the moſt glorious Monarch of all Europe, 
and would ſoon reduce the grand Louis 
1 e T 


„ 
to a much humbler Figure; yet it is not 
to be ſo much as imagined, that ever their 
| Arts can be fo unhappily ſucceſsful as to 
[8 impoſe on an Engliſh Parliament, com- 
iſt poſed of Proteſtant Members. 
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Reaſons againſt the Bill for 
„„ 
. By the Earl of Sh----y, 1675. 


I. TI is a great Step to the overthrow- 
l ing the Act of Oblivion, and diſ- 
1 tinguiſhing Parties. That it is in other 
6 Acts, does not juſtify the Matter; for 
thoſe were but Steps to the ſame End: 
and I ſhould rather think that after fifteen 
Ii Years thoſe ſhould be repealed, than that 
x it- ſhould now be injoined to be taken 
vi by all the Officers of the Nation, and 
1138 even by the Members of both Houſes, 
| II. Tis againſt the Nature of an Oath, 
which ought to be ſimple and ple in; 
bur chis is of a dark, intricate, and per- 
plex'd Meaning ; and therefore is a Snare 
to the Conſciences of good Men, 
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III. Ic is needleſs; far either it main- 
rains, and means no more than the Oath 
of Allegiance; or, where it attempts more, 


or goes to explain, tis pernicious and dan - 
gerous. 


IV. Tis directly eſtabliſhing a ſanding 
Army by Act of Parliament; for if what- 
ever be by the King's Commiſſion, be by 
the King's Authority, then a ſtanding 
Army is Law; for the King's Authority 
is nothing but the Law in other 
Words. Beſides, it alters the whole Law 
of E in one of the moſt funda- 
mental Parts of it : for the King's Com- 
miſfion was never thought to protect, or 
Juſtify any Man in any Proceeding when 

it was againſt his Authority, which 1 is the 
Law. 

V. Tis againft the Property of the Sub- 
ject; of which I give this Inſtance. If 
any Man, in a Suit with one in great Fa- 

vour at Court (as may happen here- 
after) ſhall recover Houſe, or Lands, and 
ſhall by Order of Law be put into Pot- 
ſeſſion by the Sheriff; and afterwards a 
Warrant is obtained by the Intereſt of 
the Favourite, to command ſome Soldiers 
of the ſtanding Army to take the Poſſeſ- 
ſion, and deliver it back: Iconceive that by 
the Law, che Man in Poſſeflion may 27k 
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tify che defending himſelf by Arms, and 
killing thoſe who ſhall violently endeavour 
to enter his Houſe, And yet in this Caſe, 
the Party whoſe Houſe is invaded takes 
up Arms by the King's Authority, againſt 
thoſe who are commiſſioned by him. 

For another Inſtance, put the Caſe that 
any King hereafter ſhall, contrary to the 
Petition of Right, demand Loan-Money 
by Privy-Seal, or otherwiſe, of private 


Perſons; and ſhall ſend Soldiers to break 
up the Houſes of thoſe that refuſe to 


pay, and ſhall diſtrain their Money, Goods, 
or Plate: it is lawful in ſuch a Caſe, as the 


Law now ſtands, for theſe Men to defend 


their Houſes againſt ſuch Invaſion; and 
yet it is of the ſame Nature with the 
former, and againſt the Words of chis 
VVV 5 
This may ſeem a rude Inſtance towards 
the Crown, but it cannot be explained 
without ſpeaking thus plain: And it can- 
not be deny d me, but that however happy 
we are now, Kings being but Men, theſe 


Suppoſitions are not extravagant. 


VI. Tis againſt the Safety of the Crown, 
which I ſhall explain by two Inſtances. 

The one is known to you all, and 
may very well be ſuppoſed to be here- 
after: I mean, that famous Inſtance of 
Henry 


King of E 


(4. 
Henry VI. who being a ſoft and weak 
Prince, when taken Priſoner (by his Couſin 
Edward IV. that pretended to the Crown) 
Was carried up and down in the Army, 
gave what Orders and Commiſſions they 
pleaſed: whilit all thoſe that were loyal 
to him, as one Man, adhered to his Wife 
and Son, and fought a pitch'd Battle. againſt 
him and rerook him. And yet to this 


Day no Man has ever blamed them, or 


thought, but if. they had done otherwiſe, 
they had betray'd their Prince, and been 
diſloyal ro him. 5 

The other Inſtance : Put caſe a future 
ſhould be of the ſame 
Temper with Hen+y VI. and ſhould be 
taken Priſoner by any Accident, by Spa- 
niards, Dutch, or French, which then be- 
ing an over-grown Power, ſhould both 
with the Perſon and Commiſſion of the 
King invade England : Were it not 
ſuitable with our Loyalties, to join with 
the Son of that Prince, for the De- 
fence of his Father's Crown and Dignity, 
even againſt the Perſon and Commiſſion 
of the King? 

And here you muſt take my Inſtance 
as I put it: A King, as Henry VI. who was 
acting purely out of Fear and Weakneſs; 
ſo that every Man's Conſcience bore him 

8 Wilnels, 
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witneſs, that in fighting againſt him, he 


did what was moſt loyal to his Prince, and 


ſafeſt for his Perſon and Intereſt, 
la both theſe Caſes, as I cannot juſtify 
em by the ſtrict Letter of the Law, they 
ſtand in need of the King's Pardon, ſo I do 
not think it ſafe either for the Perſon of the 
King, or his Crown and Dignity, that it 
ſhould be expreſsly ſworn againſt. | 
And if you will forſwear all Diſtinctions 
which ill Men have made ill Uſe of, either 
in Rebellion or Hereſy, you muſt extend 
the Oath to Divinity and Politicks. 
Thus much for the Oath in general, and 
the firſt part of it; but for the latter part 
of it, *tis much more extravagant, For, 
I. 'Tis againſt the King's Crown and 


Dignity that his Subjects ſhould be ſworn to 


the Government of the Church equally as 
to himſelf, The Kings of England have 
always been {worn to maintain the Church, 
and their People have ſworn Allegiance to 
them. But I cannot think it ſafe for the 
King to permit by Act of Parliament, much 


leſs to enjoin his great Officers, and both 


Houſes of Parliament, to ſwear to the 
Church as to himſelf. And 'twere a Que- 
ſt ion fit to be aſk'd, What is the Govern- 


ment of the Church we are 10 ſwear to? 


_ Whe- 
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Whether it derives no Power, nor Au- 
thority, nor Prieſthood, nor Functions 
but from the King, as Head of the Church ? 
For if it derive a Power. ſe parate and inde- 


pendent from the King, it's not ſafe for the 


King to permit his Subjects to be {worn to 
them. 

If any ſhall ſay that the Prieſthood and 
Power thereof, and the Authority belong- 
ing thereto, are derived immediately from 
Chriſt ; but the Licenſe of exerciſing that 
Authority and Power in the King's Domi- 
nions, and over his Subjects, is derived from 
the Civil Authority: I beſcech your Lord- 
" ſhips, confider how dangerous a Thing it is, 

That by Act of Parliament, and your Oaths, 
they ſhould be ſecur'd in the Exe re ſe of an 
Authority in the King's Country, and over 
his Subjects, which, being. received, from 


Chri}, cannot Be. dlier'd,. 
ow muſt we again be Prieft-ridden, | 
when the Church ſhall by Act of Parlia- 
ment and your Oaths be thus ſeparate, and 
ſet above the Civil Power! This docs in- 
deed ſet the Mitre above the Cron. 
II. It's againſt the very Naturs, Being, 
and Ends of Parliaments, and ſo ſubverts 
the Foundation of our Government. For 
what's the Buſineſs of Parliaments, but t 
make Alterations, either by adding or takin 
2 -* AWay 
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away ſome Part of the Government - in 
Church or State ? | 

If it be anſwer'd me, That 'tis allow'd 
to alter Parts, but not the Whole, or to 

make Alterations about the Exerciſe of 
Power, and not to take away the Power 
itſelf, cither in part or in whole; pardon 
me, 1 ſay this is Nonſenſe : For if I may 
_ alter Part, I defire to know, and to be told, 
how mnch, or where J muſt top? And for 
the Diſtinction of Power, and the Manner 
of exerciſing it, there can be no ſuch Di- 
ſtinction here; for Power and the Manner 
of Exerciſe are fo interwoven, that whoſo- 
ever can prevail in the Manner, can ab- 
ſolutely enervate the Power. 

III. "Tis againſt the King's Supremacy, 
and the greateſt Attempt that has been 
made againſt it ſince the Reformation. 
For I beg (before we are made to take this 
Oath) that we may underſtand, whether 
the K---- in P-——— may not alter, de- 
moliſh, or take away any Biſhoprick, and 
whether after this Oath in P>—— I may 
tatcly conſent to it? Whether the King 
may take any part of a Dioceſe, or whole 
Dioceſe, and put them under Deans, or any 
other Perſons? Becauſe if it be not lawful 
ſor the ng and Parliament to do it, I 

ſeruple 
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ſeruple the maintaining oſ the Government 
as it is. 

The Dean of H — d, and the Dean 
of S———y, have very large Tracts of 
Land under their Juriſdictions, as fully as 
any Biſhops have their Dioceſes under them. 
And ſeveral Parſons of Pariſhes have Epi- 
ſcopal Juriſdiction: Nay, I fear ſome Lay- 
men too have it; and yet I hope are in a 
State of Salvation: If nor, I ſhould be loath 
to ſwear to ſuch a Government of the 

Church, that is ſo imperfectly ſertled. 

My Lords, I would not be miſtaken in 
this Diſcourſe; for I think Epiſcopacy the 
beſt Government for the Church, and moſt 
ſuitable to England. But J muſt fay with 
the great Lord of S- upon Occa- 
ſion of this Oath in the Parliament at Oxs 
ford) T will not be ſworn never to alter the 
Church Government as now conſtituted, tho 
as yet I am perſuaded I am the fartheſt ima- 
ginable from conſenting to it : There is no- 
| thing that is made jo nociſſury to our Religion 
by Divine Precet, but ſucb Circumſtances 
mi come in Human Ajfuirs as may render 

the contrary eligibls by the beſt of Men. 
And if our Church-Covernment be look=- 
ed upon to be to divine as not to be alter- 
ed, and therefore fit for us all to ſwear Al- 
legiance to it; I am ſure that Opinion does 
L | not 
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will appear to all foreign Proteſtants ; when 
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not only Sacchi invade (hs e King s gu- 


premacy, but differs from the Opinion of 


the Parliament; both in Edward the Sixth's 
and Queen Elizabeth's Time. And it muſt 


follow, that there is no Salvation but where 
there is Epiſcopacy, which if the Church 


themſelves did believe, they would not ſuf- 


fer ſo many Parts (as I have before men- 
tion'd to your Lordſhip) to reſt in fo ill a 
State in England : Nay, the Church of 
Rome itſelf, that is the great Mother of that 
Opinion, gives herſelf the Lie when ſhe has 


ſiuch vaſt Tracts of Ground, and ſuch 


great Numbers of Men exempt from Epi- - 
oth yer EE - 

But, wy Lords, I had almoſt forgot one 
Thing g, which is, how fcandalous this Oath 


this Point, of being ſworn to the Govern- 
ment of the Church, does not ſecure our 


Doctrine at all. For Epiſcopacy would re- 


main, tho'the Popiſh Religion were intro- 
duced ; ; and the King's Supremacy is jolted 


aſide by this Oath, to make way for an 1 Ec- 


mann Supremacy. 


